OF MONASTERIES

same time as the other work that I am going to take in hand
in Paris. And there's an end of the whole question. I never
want to see a monk's habit or a monastery again. Half-
hearted measures only strengthen their position. Unless we
destroy these ridiculous institutions at one blow, we shall
see them springing up again. I would not send the monks
home, but attach them to parish priests, chapters, and
collegiate establishments, so that they may have work to
do in the church.

But these comprehensive changes must be part of my
forthcoming work at Paris, when peace has been made,
and when I have strong garrisons in Florence, Parma, and
Rome. Until then, nothing can be done; except that the
Consulta can use police orders to send back foreign monks
to France, Germany, Spain, and Naples, and so get rid
of them from Rome; but this musft be done by special
action in each case, not under a general rule. I don't think
there is anything else to do, except to take every precaution,
for the proper supervision of the monks, and to wait for
the conclusion of peace.

[CoRRESP., xix, 15 863.]
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SOULT IN DISGRACE

TO MARSHAL SOULT, DUKE OF DALMATIA, COMMANDING THE
ARMY IN PORTUGAL

SCHONBRUNN, September 26,1809,

I AM displeased with your conduct. The cause of my
displeasure is the following paragraph in the circular issued
by your Chief of Staff: 'The Duke of Dalmatia would be
asked to take the reins of government, to represent the
sovereign, and to invest himself with all the attributes of
supreme authority; the people promising with an oath to
be faithful to him, and to support and defend him at the
cost of their lives and fortunes against every opponent,
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